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BURGLAR WHILE INSANE

True Story of Georgetown Man Whose Life Reads

Like Fiction

History

By JAMES LACOSTE RODIER
Frank Magan and I went to George

town College togdtber Yea I know It la

a unlvftrslty soW but It will alvays be a
college to us oldsters-
It was at the Cozy Corner and the

physician was fulfllWns his promise to
tell of remarkable series of happsadngs

which fell under his observation and
which were tragically eventful at times

Frank Magan bad an older brother
Charley They were both born and reared
In Georgetown in the Motion then known
as Holy H11L Their father had gone

South during the war and was a court-
esy colonel until his death in th early
TOs when Fraak and Charley were left
orphans The latter who bad taken a
course at law went Into a noted real es-

tate office acquired a substantial stake
and went to the MMdte West to practice
law But bis knowledge of reel estate
values and opportunities was of such uae

him that h neglected law and proceed-

ed to make a fortune IB the town of hte
adoption

Frank remained in Washington fin-

ishing his rudimentary education with
the Christian Brothers then located on
K street near Sixteenth street He and
T matriculated and graduated from
Georgetown took up medicine and west
over the rocky road to Dublin together
When graduated he went te a locI hot
pJtal and I into the navy Eventually Dr
Magan went to PtetavUte where his
brother was and In the early 9fs I gut
an offer through him of consulting

at the big hoepttl there and as I
was tired of the navy I Joined him we
forming a partnership
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I had known Charley Magaa as my
chums brother but only slightly Frank
who never married bad his oee on the
ground floor of a bi double house slept
above the office and boarded with his
brother who with his wife and two chil-

dren occupied the other half of the house
I got to know Charley very well in a
month He was tall broad of shoulder
deep of chest end strong of limb yet
withal a gentle and kindly with

thing cross or peculiar about him
Though he did not practice law he was
devoted to Its study and made a specialty
of the criminal branch I recall that he
was especially fond of reading criminal
novelr such as those of Gaborlau the
French novelist then at the height of bis
rogue

At the time I reached Ptainville ben
town of 70000 he was approaching forty

years of age had made his pile safely
Invested it and was contemplating taking
up criminal practice as a preliminary to
which be laid out a course of study for a
coupl nf years One of his children de-

veloping a weakness of the lungs be bad
dispatched his wife and children to South-
ern California and he pursued his studies-
In the house having as companions only
his brother and myself at such times as I
was not engaged at the hospital The
orly other occupant of the house was
Aunt Mandy a middleaged negro woman
TircuKht West from the District whoa
Charley Magan had returned with his
Georetoin bride

For itcreation when
permitted It the tttree of us would
long walks through the woods near
and the elder Magan apparently
every nook and corner that seemed
every one else Inaccessible

ran atone uneventfully for
about six months until Dr Magan no
tired that his brother was ailing and sug-

gested that the latter pay a visit to his
family which be did remaining in

about a month When he returned
he declared be never was better m his
life He was deceiving himself for it
was apparent to his brother and to my-

self that ha was the victim of a slow ma-

larial fever which bad the Indications of
typhoid Whoa we convinced him that
his condition was s ch as to demand
proper treatment he consented to go to
bed stipulating that his wits was not to
b disturbed or sent for unless hie condi
tion became serious He wrote and got
ready for mailing about a dozen

his wife dating them ahead so we
might mall them during his illness should
he be unable to write

His fever was a long and stubborn one
and finally ran into typhoid There was
nothing alarming in his condition though
and the fever ran its course to apparent
convalescence until when he was about
to sit up and send for his family I no
tloed a peculiar ocular defection and a
tendency to unnatural laughter which 1

attributed to a form of hysteria This
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not disturbing in Itself however ac-

companied by lapses into amnesia which
seemed to me to be progressive One
night Frank and I were discussing with
some concern this condition and the
nurse coming downstairs on some errand
from the sick room was called late the
conference which tested half an hour
The nurse returned to his charts but im
irediately he called out to us below Is

Magan down there T
This startled us and we hastened to

the sick room Charley Magan had dis
appeared

The premises were searched neigh
bors called in to help our quest and the
authorities notified Every effort was
forth For a week we vainly sought him
and then notified hie wife who rushed
home She was at first overcome and
threatened to lapse into a fever herself
but womanlike she proceeded to gather
herself together and made plans to ex-

tend and more vigorously prosecute the
search She sent for the nurse and asked
the latter what Mr Magan had said the
day he disappeared and when ho replied
All he said maam was Send for Em
ma the missing mans wife turned to
us and exclaimed Im going back to
California by the first train Charles is
going out to me

Arrangements were hurriedly made
for the Idea was most plausible We did
rot know whether the missing man

money indeed we did not know It
he had any clothes beyond his dressing

v gown Ills bank bad cashed none of his
checks for six weeks or more and Magan
was not a man to keep much money
about him So Mrs Magan returned to
her children In California and we contin-
ued the search from Fialnvflie in over
widening circles

Spring came and Frank Magan and I
roamed the nearby woods fearful or
what we might find Mrs Magan wrote
frequently and her letters snowed great
solicitude and an abiding faith that her
husband was alive and would come to her
in California

A year passed and Frank and I had
given up hope Every institution for the
insane in the country had been searched-
In vain and we felt Charleys body was
In some nook In those hills over which he
was wont to wander But we could not
shake the faith of Mrs Megan who made
trip attar trip East only to return
strengthened In her belle that her hits
band would come to her finally

It was in the fall or the next year I
was at the hospital one night preparing to
leave for the Magan home whore Frank
end Aunt Mandy yet lived and with

v whom I spent most of my time when I
v got a call from the emergency room

whither I hastened Four policeman were
depositing a fifth upon the operating
table when I got there He was a dread-
ful sight His face was pallid his lips
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drawn and bluetinged bis uniform
slashed and gory his left arm bare the
coat sleeve shirt and undeahlrt cut rag-
gedly away at the shoulder while just
above the elbow was a rude torniquet
made of a handkerchief and a pocket-
knife As I haeWy surveyed the sitwa
ties I realized that If the policemans life
was saved that rude tornktuet was the
prime factor

The Internes were busy preparing for
hasty action as I directed the ripping off
of the remainder of his clothing There
was another knife wound In his right
breast but I quickly saw it was a slash
and not a thrust and was not dangerous
There were no other incised wounds but
one eye was badly contused and at the
apex of the forehead there was a vicious
bruise that looked as if inflicted by a
blow from a

Stimulants were administered the pa-

tient and as he wearily opened his eyes
he saw his sergeant bending over him

latter asked How about
this Mack Who did It I was about
to interpose when the policeman spoke
and the quality of hIs voice made me
hopeful Sarg8 he said look for a tall
tramp with a light slouch hat that ban a
slit brim unshaved a black handkerchief
around his neck and a black and white
cheeked coat Im sure I winged him
and I know I landed one good one with
my stick on his face be cant get away
And say Serge tell Annie not to worry
lit get well

1 then prohibited further conversation
for the wound in the chest began te well
again under the exertion the blood show-
ing in a thin streak at edges of the
compress
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Well we got Policeman Mack Morris
to bed agreed among ourselves that be
had three chances In ten to live but that
if be did it would be six months before be
would be able to get back to his duty
That he had not died from loss of blood
was due to presence of mind of him
self end the officer who heard bis call for
help followed by the pistolshot The
brachial artery in his left arm had been
nearly severed close to the elbow by a
knife as he fell he drew the arm up
against his breast thus checking the
artrial flow when his brother policeman
arrived he took In the situation at a
glance fired a rapid volley from Ida re
volver and then caught the arm near the
shoulder in a vicelike grip and waited
for help When another policeman rushed
up he knew what to do Knotting his
handkerchief he cut away the clothing
at the shoulder For a hasty second the
human torniquet was removed until the
arm was bare to the shoulder the hand-
kerchief placed above the wound and
twisted tight with the pocket knife leav-
ing the latter over the pulsing artery-

I learned afterward that Morris had
come upon the man leaving a house by a
window bad grappled with him and in
the light had been cut and bruised as de
scribed but that as he fell he had sent

at the man who bad Inflicted the
wounds feeling sure he had his his flee-

ing assailant a the latter had reeled and
staggered at the discharge of the police
mans pistol

After seeing that Morris was as com-
fortable ac possible I went to Dr Ma
gaas to spend the night It was late
but the doctor bad been out on a call

td we stopped i his ofikje to gut a little
something for a nightcap to smoke our
pipes and have our ueual chat about
poor Charlie

We had been chatting for perhaps
twenty minutes when who should open
the door but Aunt Mandy clad in night-
gown and cap trembling in every limb
wideeyed from terror Marse Frank
abs mid huskily fler somefcody la-

Marae Charleys room
Swiftly opening a drawer and extract
a pistol for there had been numerous

burglaries of late Fraak started acroee
the hell aad up the I at hits heels
with a stout cane I usually carried in any
tate calls as a protecting bludgeon

There was a light Charleys room
and we entered together In the center
of the room stood a man wearing a light
slouch bat with Its brim slashed no
shaven a black handkerchief knotted
about his neck a white awl black check-
ed coat besmeared with gore his face
bruised and bleeding

I was about to advance upon him with
uplifted cane when be said Has Emma
come Whats the matter Who have I
been struggling with

It was Charley Magan and my blood
chilled within me as I recognized the
escaping burglar who had probably mur-
dered Policeman Mack Morris

But while I struggled with horror
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and amazement Frank Megan did some
mighty quick thlnkng Its an right
Charley you were delirious last night
and ran away and youve hurt yourself
Lie down now and well mike you com-
fortable Weve sent for and
shell soon be here Then he turned

and said in wonderfully calm voice
as he took Charley by the arm and led
him to a big ahmchalr The fevers
about gone doctor but his little trip has
been to much for him go calm Mandy
and bring me a sedative

When I got downstairs Mandy was
still paralyzed with fright and I gave
her a great drink which she gulped down
and then said Mus I go for the police
doctor But my senses were returning
and I told her to sit still where she was
that one of Dr Magans patients was up
stairs and was intoxicated Then I took a
draft of and hurried back with the
morphine and the needle

When I went back to the room both
brothers were quiet the doctcr still hold-
Ing Charley by the band I laid the opi-
ate on the table and questioned Frank
with my eyes Warm water sponges

bring the brandy Frank
now had a was needed
not words

When I returned I was a physician
again my hand was steady and my brain
clear

Without a word I poured out an ounce
of brandy which Frank bade Charley
take and we breathlessly awaited the re
action It came we had a sane patient
and my heart sank again for a moment

That Frank With whom
was I contending Where did this blood
come from

Thatll keep Charley everythings
all right You banged the nurse in the
nose and he banged you In the face but
you must keep quiet Ill fix you up now

Hastily we stripped and bathed him
dressed the face wound and a scalp
wound which could not under
stand It was the glancing shot from
Officer Morris pistol In an hour he was
heavily under the Influence of the opiate
and Frank motioned me to the far side of
the room Hes recovered his reason
Joe I hope permanently But theres an
ugly mystery here Youd better go and
set me two good male nurses then take
a nap and relieve me

Frank I said this now mine
Ill explain later First all these gar-
ments he wore must be gathered up and
packed away no one wlH see them
but you and I No nurse must see him
save Mandy whom we can trust until he
is entirely relapses Theres
sore trouble here man Frank Im

to shave Charley right away Dont
ask questions get me your razors Even
If I risk arousing him ho gets shaved
right away You pack those clothes and
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alt he wore and keep the key in your
pocket Dont question me Frank for
Gods sake just do what I tell you

The troubled countenance of Frank
Magan seWed Into a haggard expression
and he huskily said Joe you and I have
always been chums and Charleys the
dearest thing in all the world to me Tell
me as soon as you oan all you know aad
you do know more than youve told me
Meantime rm at your orders

I shaved Charley Magan we had su-

perficially dressed his wounds which
were simple Frank packed away the
things in which Charley had been ar-
rayed when he got in the room was
tidied and my patients troubled stertor
ous breathing gradually changed into
that of deep if artificial slumber his
pulse was slow but full and we were sure
he would remain In that condition for tea
or twelve hours

Frank went down and broke the news
to Mandy and when that loyal soul came
up to relieve me I knew she would da
Not question did she ask when It wee
explained to her that Marse Charley bad
been deranged and that no one but ua
three muet see him or know be was at
homb not Men Mrs Magan Juat yet-

I then went down into office where
Frank was pacing nervously to and ftc
As I came in be stopped short Out with
K Joe he said all at once I dont want
any broken doses

Frank I replied Charley been mad
from the day he disappeared until within
the last six hours hes been living the
life of some of the criminals the histories
of whom he has read Last night he en
toned a house on the Boulevard a police-

man discovered him and a feted fight
followed he stabbed the policemen twice
severing the brachial artery bin left
arm the chances are as seven to three
the policeman will diebut Frank we
are harboring no criminal la this house
only an insane man who baa in all prob-

ability recovered fully recovered as a
result of that fight Therell be a pub-

licity in this affair if it can be avelded
thats why I took that case out of your
hands Hes my patient ray patient Do
you understand

It was morning but neither of e had
the slightest inclination to sleep When
the newspapers came we read the reports
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of the assault upon Officer Morris
condition was reported as hopeless The
thug and burglar who had committed the
atrocious assault had eluded arrest up to
the hour of going to press but his ulti-
mate capture was inevitable as every
avenue of escape was guarded a good de-

scription of the villains atttrs was had
and he furthermore bad been badly
wounded in the fish with the dying po-

liceman
Frank Magan trembled as be read the

account It looks bad bad and I
fear concealment Is impossible Would
we better send for Emma

Of course I agreed to sending for the
wife but I had bullded up a hope within
me that we had the situation so well in
hand that if Morris lived and Charier

his mind we could keep the again
quiet Otherwise well time enough for
that when it came

Meantime I relieved Mandy that she
might prepare breakfast while Frank
wrote Charleys wife We did not dare
trust the telegraph We might stall off
the police force but did not want the

to know just yet that Charles
Magan had returned as Dnaecottntabty ax
be had disappeared Those reporters too
often have Intuitions and intuition te the
true detective instinct

was well in the afternoon when
Charley awoke For a brief minute his
mind wandered but his ftrat question
showed he was perfectly anne When
will Emma get here Ive had a fright-
ful night not all of which was a dream
if I may judge by my bandnges Wee I

will not go to the length of saying
physicians are ready but there are
times when prevarication fits in handily
and this was one of them 9o we soothed
him back Into a natural sleep Meanwhile
Frank had stolen a lengthy nap and I
made my call at the hospital Policeman
Morris was very weak lint had respond-
ed to saline infusions and his chances of
living bad materially increased I had
but one other patient and got back to
Prank forthwith

When I opened the door the house was
permeated with the odor of horning wool
but I was not surprised Fraak was with
Charley but lied Mandy take Its place
aDd we went into ooasuttatle t map
our plans He was to learn that
the policeman was gaining ground and
hope revived with him

A week passed and Mrs Megan was
beck Fraak had met her in Chicago
and on my advice bad told her every
thing It was necessary to our plans that
she should know for it was her duty to
reveal the truth to Charles Officer Mor-
ris bad won in the fight for existence
but was crippled for life as the muscles
of his arm bad been severed leaving it
useless The papers were furious at the
escape of the burglar and our hopes
were lifting us higher But the crux was
to corns Charles Magan bad to be in-

formed as be was hourly gaining in
and clarity of mind sad clam
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ored to go out And I was more than ap-
prehensive of the effect of the disclosures
necessary to make to him

It was a hard task for Mrs Hagaa
but ber husband bore it better than we
bad hoped His dream was coming true
he said At first he was m favor of de-

livering himself into custody but we pre-
vailed upon him to refrain from doing
this and at our solicitation be remained
within doors until we had arranged to
smuggle him out of town He got to
California safely and when he had been
there a fortnight Frank nd I sent for
the local reporters and told thorn that
Charles Magan had been discovered in-

sane In the West had responded to treat-
ment and was now with his family in
California and ked them to minimize
their stories of his recovered reason
which they did

The hardest task was to provide for
the disabled policeman without engen
dering suspicion but this was finally ac-
complished through a New York banker
This raised quite a lot of newspaper spec
ulation and also brought out the fact
that the proceeds of the burglary preced
ing the fight had never been recovered

A few months later Charles Magan
and his family returned to Plainville and
we were troubled at Charleys distrait
appearance on several occasions and
were munch worried when he left the
house alone one day and was gone sev-
eral hours He was all right on hie

however and sent for Frank and L
1 have been troubled he said of late by
recollections of a dream I took a walk-
out in Blandys Woods today There Is
concealed In a grotto there lots of valu
able plunder evidently the proceeds of
many burglaries There Is however
nothing else there to give any one con-
cern I am going abroad with my fam-
ily That property In the woods must be
discovered and returned when I go away

That was all but it was enough
Again recourse was had to New York
this time to a priest and the property
was recovered and restored without con-
necting the name of Charles Magan with
the series of mysteries

Charley Magan educated his children
abroad returning to this country about
the time of the SpanishAmerican war
but died soon after He now rests in Oak
Hill Cemetery but Charles Magan Is not
the name carved on the stone above
resting place

Musical Field Marshals
From the Argonaut

There is a story told of a famous singer
Gabriel who demanded a fee of l tW
ducats for singing before the Empress
Catherine H of Russia Far too muck
said the Empress amazed Why it is
more than I pay my field marshal
Then let your Held marshals sing for

you replied GabrlellL
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Fear of Premature Burial
Fres the WottarfoHcr Ouotte

The fear of premature burial which
prompted the late Lord Burton to direct
by bin will that his heart should be

from his body has caused many
wellknown men and women to order a
surgical operation to be performed upon
their bodies Harriet Martlnean left her
doctor to amputate her head and
Lady Burton directed that her heart
should be pierced with a needle The
late Edmund Yates left instructions that
his jugular vein should be severed with a
provision that fee of 20 guineas should
be paid for the purpose Literary

appear to have been particularly
afraid of premature burial Bishop Beck

Lord Lytton Hans Andersen and
Wttkle Collins nfl took measures t pro1
toot themselves from it

He Learned Too Much
yjoo the Westera Christian Adrocate

Teacher to stupid pupil For what is
Pisa noted

Stupid pupil For for
Bright little scholar prompting In a
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BROKERS TAKE 50HDAY

In view of the approach of the
Fourth of July celebration the

grain cotton and produce
exchange of the country generally j

observed a closed day yesterday
They will also be closed tomorrow
opening for the usual 1iuainea on
Tuesday mornIng

NEW YORK 3IO3TBY I

New r Jab 1Moaey oa eui sras aoeakklii-
Wi per coat today Diving th week UK market

as ajate marked hr cxtreau sass 2 and Mb
per seat sitU heir the nace Sar eaU toaac The
Jell eorponttoa Mttteaoatt tabs care of
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shaved extreaM faaas httec ptes ed tar a
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A STRANGE PEOPLE

Curious Habit of Malay Inhabitants
Only Partly Understood

Away among the deep forests in the
heart of the May Pentewla there dwell-
a singular people whose curious habits
are only partially understood Aa Ital-
ian explorer found them so
that he spent fifteen years in studying
their habits and customs and has some
woooerfui stortee to relate about tbe
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S caL They live hi a barbarous state
spending moat of their time ht gathering
poisons from plants which they prepare
according to ecretc known only to them
tohrea for proteetloa against their eae
nrioe lid for bringing down their quarry

e
So accvjstomed are the Saeai to the ttfe

the weoda that tIM few who have
at vartooe these teteood to o

to the coast bave atehset Invariably e
turned to their native wilds on Ute that
favorable occaaioB There they hunt

and birds and gather the fruits
on which they subsist Though life has
its dangers it hag else its eonpeeaUo
tfatnre I particularly rich ta ber bounty
An abundance of berries and foodstuffs

among which fly birds of rare said gor
goon plumage But what proves most
attractive to the native ta the great va
rtety of poteooou plants They speak
about the different poisons as familiarly
and as often a we speak about the
weather and the discovery of a new kind
or combination is hailed aa an event of
the greatest importance The reason for
this te because the poison h used m kin

game aad catching flak and for the
preservation of their independence tile
various concoctions being mixed accord-
ing to the reeiatins power of the object
for which they are intended Thus for
instance the hunter would never think
of wasting a strong poison on a small
animal be considered unworthy of such
an honorable distinction Besides be must
study to king dowa such as be
afterward u ns foe food with poisons
which will in no way affect him

Poisons are not difficult to find Grow

trunks of trees and mingling with creep
lug flowers are so many poisonous pleats
that the traveler must be constantly on
the lookout to avoid them Some are so
deadly that even the odor arising from
them is overpowering causing serious ill-

ness others cause skin diseases aad pain-
ful swellings of the body tf their leaves
chance to touch seer so lightly Ute heads
or other exposed parts For this reason
the orchid hunter cannot be too careful
staee it Is usually where those dreaded
plants nourish most abundantly that the
sHaring white red purple blue and
many colored orchide are found to thrive
most luxuriantly

la spite of his extraordinary passion
for concocting poisons the Saeai te a
thorough gentleman m the chase and a
worthy foemaa to meet He is a big
hearted fellow having none of the

methods of other inhabitants of
the Malay Peninsula whose greatest
pleasure is to torture a fallen foe When
he poisons aa arrow his object is to cause
death as quickly and as painlessly as
possible For this reason the Malays re-
spect and fear him and tell harrowing
stories about his conduct ta the constant
sktnaishes between these two irreconcil-
able peoples Yet to the credit of the
Saeai be It that he scorns to send
lets poisoned arrow after a flying foe

He seems to be particularly happy in
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his domestic affairs Husband and wife
live happUjr together and quarreling or
fit treatment te practically unknown
among them In the event of a mother
iixIaw upsetting the peace of the home
by interfering with its arrangements the
young couple adopt the wise plan of pull
tug down their hut and building a new
one at a respectable distance from the
cause of disturbance The children show
much love aae respect for their parents
who allow them unlimited freedom to
amuse themselves and follow their own
pursuits Other admirable traits of this
strange people are their care for the
sick their readiness to help their com-
rades in need and their extraordinary
love for all kinds of animals

MarvelousxF-
tam Bn jbodr Magaaiac

At a baseball game in the
gatekeeper hurried to Cotatekay leader
of the White Sox and said

Umpire Hurst is here with two friends
Shall I pass em in

An umpire with two friends gasped
Comlskey Surel
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Absolutely Safe
By the U S Government

Realizing the absolute protection afforded by this companys
vaults the U S Government therein FOUR HUNDRED
AND TWENTY MILLIONS OF DOLLARS aojxojxx
during alterations to the U S Treasury vaults

Your Silverware Will Be Safe
From every if stored in Aese modern vaults Write

for our VAULT DELIVERY wagon to call your
valuables

Storage rates very moderate No charge for cartage to and
from vaults within city limits
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What has caused the recent fearful decline in the market price
of GoMfield Daisy

Is there any reason to befieve the decfine wiD soon be cbedted

Our Weekly Market Letter issued y t rday answers both of these in-

terrogations fully It devotes words to a statement of THE FACTS

Why is this Cobalt mimag security being accumulated by Watt
Street professionals just aow in expectation of a fienfoiat profit
within the next 30 days

Our Weekly Market Letter i MnliBi vwatrqr ra iM UM to
reviawtap and aaarjrxfauc tile WIT latent tnafdo JafonMtlnii rasviiteg the
jKprty the fiaaacM sad the Jntu naitUaa of tote taane

The bone fide circulation of our Weekly Market Letter to kilt eopiea
It is accepted market authority on New York and Boston Curb stocks
Copy on request free

ESTABLISHED 1902

4244 Broad St New York 122 Monroe St Chicago

We offer for public svbicrlptfea a limited amount ef

PREFERRED PARTICIPATING STOCK-

For psrticalars call er address Branch Fiscal As ncy

3023 Westory BuIIdin Washington D C
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July 8th
inclusive this companys

banking department will allow
per annum

it exceptionally advantageous
to bank with this company
U S government supervision
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United States
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